Head-bobbing of walking birds.
Many birds show a rhythmic forward and backward movement of their heads when they walk on the ground. This so-called "head-bobbing" is characterized by a rapid forward movement (thrust phase) which is followed by a phase where the head keeps its position with regard to the environment but moves backward with regard to the body (hold phase). These head movements are synchronized with the leg movements. The functional interpretations of head-bobbing are reviewed. Furthermore, it is discussed why some birds do bob their head and others do not.